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The Kiwanis Club of Washington, D.C. was founded in 1917. It is one of more than 7,500 clubs in 
Kiwanis International, a global organization of volunteers who organize about 150,000 service 
projects each year to help people, especially children, in need. Our diverse, inter-generational 
membership represents a wide range of industries, including non-profit management, 
government, banking, law and real estate. Members enjoy organizing and volunteering at a variety 
of service projects in the D.C. community. 

ABOUT OUR ORGANIZATION



A YEAR IN REVIEW

Selection of New Large-Scale Project
 Due to the closing of the  long-standing Kiwanis 
Orthopedic Clinic at Sibley Hospital, a new large-scale service 
project was selected this year. A Large-Scale Project Selection 
Committee was formed with a diverse group of 12 club members 
who developed and executed an extremely rigorous selection 
process. A request for proposals (RFP) was sent out in the fall of 
2014. From this call, we received 36 applications from charitable 
organizations across the District. Each proposal was evaluated on 
qualities such as: impact to community, amount of children served, 
cost per child served and utilization of Kiwanis volunteers. Over a 
period of several months that included interviewing leaders of the 
top proposals, the committee selected two proposals as finalists 
to present to the club. Members of the club were asked to vote 
between these top two proposals. Ultimately, the proposal from 
Bright Beginnings, Inc. was selected as our new large-scale service 
project.
 The proposal from Bright Beginnings requested support 
to create a home-based care program that works with children 
and families that are homeless on improving socialization through 
educational playtime. The program sends trained socialization 
experts to their clients to help teach strong parenting skills. Since 
the selection of this project, Kiwanians have become involved 
in a variety of ways. In June, we held a wine tasting fundraiser at 
Vinoteca that benefited Bright Beginnings. In August, a group 
volunteered with Bright Beginnings parents and children to help 
model and showcase a nurturing environment in which kids 
can thrive. Beginning with the 2015-2016 Kiwanis year, the club 
will contribute $100,000 per year, renewable for up to five years. 
The club looks forward to furthering its relationship with Bright 
Beginnings and volunteering at many of the organization’s events. 
Working with Bright Beginnings furthers the Kiwanis Club of 
Washington, D.C.’s desire to serve some of our most vulnerable 
children in the District. 

Model Club Pledge Fulfilled
 The Kiwanis Club of Washington, D.C. contributed a total of 
$33,967 to the Eliminate project, which provided vaccines to 18,870 
women. The club completed its “Model Club” pledge to the Kiwanis 
International Eliminate Project in 2015 with a donation of $14,092 
earning the designation of  “Legacy Model Club”. This model club 
status represents a donation of more than $750 per member to the 
campaign of eliminating Maternal and Neonatal Tetanus (MNT), which 
is a partnership between Kiwanis International and UNICEF. MNT is 
a preventable condition caused when tetanus spores, found in soil 
everywhere, contact open cuts during childbirth. The disease strikes 
the poorest of the poor, who often live in geographically hard-to-reach 
areas. MNT can be eradicated by providing $1.80 to vaccinate a mother, 
which protects her and her future children from MNT. 

“...the club will 
contribute 
$100,000 per year, 
renewable for up to 
five years.”

MILESTONE MOMENTS



News Literacy Project
 Launched in 2009, the News Literacy Project (NLP) is an innovative 
national educational project that mobilizes seasoned journalists to work 
with educators and teach students to separate fact from fiction in various 
news sources. A $10,000 donation from the Kiwanis Club of Washington, 
D.C. in 2013-2014 was used in the fall 2014 semester at Bell Multicultural 
High School in Ward 1 of the District. This donation provided teacher 
training, student materials and resources, and benefitted more than 100 
students. Members of the Kiwanis Club of Washington, D.C. attended the 
student capstone project presentations at Bell Multicultural in January 
2015 and online workshops provided by NLP.

Membership Growth
 The club’s board of directors has set an informal goal to achieve 
a membership of 100 members by our 100th anniversary in 2017. The 
board’s desire to grow is rooted in being able to provide more hands for 
service projects, help spark new ideas, and to energize new club leaders. 
The club saw another year of incredible growth this year, with an end-
of-year net growth of 17 new members, bringing the club membership 
to 82. This represents the second-highest growth in the Capital district, 
encompassing Kiwanis clubs in Washington, D.C., Virginia, Maryland, and 
Delaware. These new members have careers in diverse fields, ranging from 
non-profit professionals, health consultants, banking professionals, political 
fundraisers, federal employees, and small-business owners. These new 
members will be an asset to further the impact of our Kiwanis Club in the 
community.

Field Day
 Field day continues to be one of our largest and most impactful 
projects. The project continues to focus on education of healthy eating 
choices, encouraging physical activity, and providing a day of fun to 
celebrate the school year’s end. This year, the club held two field days in 
Ward 7, one at Kelly Miller Middle School and one at Aiton Elementary 
School. According to the District’s Office of the State Superintendent of 
Education, 9 percent of students attending Kelly Miller are homeless and 11 
percent of students attending Aiton are homeless.
 In May 2015, the Kiwanis Club of Washington, D.C. provided Fitness 
Field Day activities to a combined 550 students. Age-appropriate activities 
were arranged at each school and included three-legged races, water 
relays, potato sack races, and soccer shootouts. Each student also received 
a small backpack that included healthy snacks, bottled water, and various 
toiletry items identified by teachers as a student need. For the first time, 
our club partnered with Scholastic Books (a Kiwanis International partner) 
to provide every student at Aiton Elementary with two books. Students 
cycled through the book station throughout the day to select books that 
were of interest to them. In total, more than 500 books were given out to 
help foster reading and literacy. Club members, along with CKI members 
(college-level Kiwanis-sponsored organization) from George Washington 
University and University of Maryland, provided more than 500 hours of 
service and $7,035 to sponsor these two activities.

“...according to the 
District’s Office of the 
State Superintendent 
of Education, 9 
percent of students 
attending Kelly Miller 
are homeless and 11 
percent of students 
attending Aiton are 
homeless.”

MAJOR PROJECTS



Joe Riley Youth Leadership Awards
 Our club’s Joe Riley Youth Leadership Awards provide college scholarships and laptop computers 
to deserving graduating high school students in the District each year. This project was conceptualized 
over 15 years ago and is still strong today. The need to provide scholarships and support to graduating DC 
students is huge. Seventy-six percent of students in D.C. receive free or reduced lunch. Addressing these 
financial barriers can have a major impact on the success of a newly enrolled college student. In April, guest 
speaker Leon Harris (journalist and news anchor from ABC-7/WJLA-TV) delivered the keynote speech at the 
award luncheon. Kiwanis International President-Elect Sue Petrisin also was in attendance and remarked, 
“This is the best Kiwanis scholarship program I have ever been to.”  Three scholarships for college bound 
students were awarded: 1st prize $15,000, 2nd prize $10,000, and 3rd prize $5,000. In addition, 3 finalists 
were each given $500, a special $1,000 Presidential Award was awarded to an applicant who demonstrated 
overcoming extraordinary personal and family challenges. In addition, 15 laptops also were awarded to 
exceptional students. Thirty-one Kiwanis Club members were involved in the planning and execution of this 
project, which totaled 170 service hours and impacted 17 students. 

Boys & Girls Club Back to School Carnival
 The Kingman Boys & Girls Club was established in 1969 in response to the outbreaks of violence 
throughout the city after Martin Luther King Jr.’s assassination. Local business owners and Rotarians saw a need 
to provide a safe place for young men to participate in athletic activities. The mission of the Kingman Boys & 
Girls Club is to provide educational, cultural, athletic, recreational, and employment opportunities to young 
people to help them become successful and socially responsible adults. In September 2015, the Kiwanis Club 
of Washington, D.C. sponsored a Back to School Carnival at the Kingman Boys & Girls Club, which serves more 
than 120 local children in Ward 2. Kids at the event participated in carnival games and school supplies were 
awarded as prizes. A hot lunch was provided for all participants. Ten Kiwanis Club of Washington, D.C. members 
and other Kiwanians from around the region provided more than 75 hours of service and $4,800 to sponsor this 
event. The estimated number of youth served by this project totaled more than 250.

SMALL SCALE PROJECTS
St. Jude Give Thanks Walk
 St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital, located in Memphis, Tenn., provides all 
medical and surgical services free of charge to all patients. It also researches causes 
and treatments for childhood cancers and is supported almost entirely through 
contributions from the public. The club raised $2,700 and 8 members participated 
in the November 22 Give Thanks Walk™ held on the National Mall.

SMALL SCALE PROJECTS



Sharpe Health School Events 
 C. Melvin Sharpe Health School in Ward 4 served the academic and 
developmental needs of disabled students ages 5 to 22. As a Title I-designated 
public school, 100 percent of the students attending Sharpe Health School are 
eligible for free or reduced lunch. The Kiwanis Club of Washington, D.C. sponsored 
three events at the school in the 2014-2015 academic year for the 67 students and 
contributed over $8,000 though the programming. The fall carnival provided train 
rides, pumpkin painting and face painting. In December, a holiday party was held 
for students that included the student choir performance, a live band that delighted 
students with classic holiday songs, a holiday skit presented by Kiwanis members, 
a visit from Santa, and gifts for the students and their families. In June, the club 
sponsored an end-of-year celebration with games and a pizza party. In August, 
Sharpe Health School moved to a new site in Ward 8 at the River Terrace campus.

Aging and Elderly Services: Sarah’s Circle
 Many of our members continue to enjoy serving the aging and elderly through our involvement with 
Sarah’s Circle. Sarah’s Circle is an award-winning affordable housing residence and wellness center providing 
comprehensive services for very low-income seniors. Sarah’s Circle was founded and incorporated in 1983 and is 
located in the Adams Morgan neighborhood. Each month, these seniors survive on incomes at or below 80% of the 
federal poverty rate. Thirty-eight seniors live at Sarah’s Circle and 130 attend the senior programs at the Wellness 
Center of Sarah’s Circle. This year, we held three projects at Sarah’s Circle: an Oktoberfest Dinner, a St. Patrick’s Day 
Celebration and a Courtyard Revitalization Project in the summer. The 
Oktoberfest and St. Patrick’s Day celebrations provided the seniors with 
a high quality meal and a fun, brain-engaging activity with useful
 household items as prizes. Weeds were pulled, chairs cleaned up, 
flowers planted and a brand new gas grill was donated at the Courtyard 
Revitalization project. Between the three projects, $1,700 was spent and 
18 members volunteered their time, which totaled 83 service hours. In 
addition, this year, our club attended Sarah’s Circle’s 2015 Circle of Life 
Award where we were honored as a Ruby Level Gala Donor, representing 
a $1,000 donation. The low-income seniors of our community continue to 
be of special concern to the members of our Kiwanis club and we are 
happy to continue to support the work and impact of Sarah’s Circle. 

Homeless Events
 To support services for homeless people in Washington, D.C., club members participated in three projects 
that impacted more than 500 homeless adults and children. In January, as a Martin Luther King, Jr. Day of Service 
event, members contributed 16 hours to clean and reorganize children and young adult community rooms at the 
DC General homeless shelter in Ward 6. In February, nine hours were volunteered by members at Miriam’s House to 
cook dinner for residents. Miriam’s House, a part of N Street Village, serves homeless women who are living with HIV 
and AIDS. The largest project took place in June at Loaves and Fishes and Urban Village, in Ward 1. Members from 
multiple Kiwanis and CKI clubs, as well as the Kiwanis International President Dr. John Button, visiting from Ontario, 
Canada, volunteered alongside our club members to serve the clients of Loaves and Fishes a BBQ catered by Red, 
Hot & Blue and bagged 200 to-go meals. At Urban Village, in addition to the BBQ, the families and children spent 
the day playing games and creating arts and crafts projects. 



Food & Friends
 The club volunteered three times with Food & Friends, an 
organization that cooks and delivers nutritious meals for persons 
with life-limiting illnesses. Seventeen members gave a total of 
59 service hours on three occasions in 2014-2015 prepping and 
delivering meals to clients of Food and Friends. 

Casey Trees Event
 Members participated in a project with Casey Trees in the 
spring to plant trees in Dumbarton Oaks. It was a beautiful day to 
spend in the outdoors and an opportunity to promote the service 
of Kiwanis within the community.  Seven members volunteered for 
28 total hours. 

In addition to the Joe Riley Youth Leadership Awards, the club supported several smaller scholarships in the 
District:

• Two scholarships to CKI members at George Washington University for continued support of 
undergraduate studies.

• Key Leader attendance for four District high school students to Jamestown, Va. Key Leader is a 
Kiwanis-sponsored weekend program that helps young adults develop their leadership potential.

• Inaugural Kiwanis Community Scholar Award to a City Year Washington, D.C. Corps member. 
Founded in 1958, City Year is an education-focused non-profit organization that partners with public 
schools and teachers to help keep students in school and on track to succeed.

• Donation to Hugh O’Brian (HOBY) Youth Leadership-National Capital Area. HOBY provides programs 
for youth who have been selected by their schools to participate in unique leadership training, 
service-learning, and motivation-building experiences.

• Continuing college scholarship to student who completed high school in the District. Many 
students are awarded scholarship for the first one or two years of higher education, leaving students 
struggling to meet their needs in their third year and beyond. The scholarship we provided helps 
support the funding gap to help a student successfully complete an undergraduate degree.

The support of these scholarships totaled $9,000.

OVERALL IMPACT
The club ended the 2014-2015 service year with 82 members. In total, we 

volunteered 1,400 hours, which translates into 17.29 hours per member and 
represents an increase of 53% in service hours per member from 2013-2014. 

The Kiwanis Club of Washington, D.C., through its service programing, provided 
$162,555 to the Washington, D.C. community in the 2014-2015 year.

ADDITIONAL SCHOLARSHIPS
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